Attendance
Intive s carioraide’s

Who: is:affected
Kindergarten arid-15t grade classes oftén havé aisentéeism rates as
. high'as'thosen high schodl. Mary of these absences are excused, but
they stilladd up"-tdléstftihie_ in t'_he'-cias's'room:.-
1 in 10 Kids
-n kl'ndz‘e_'rgartgn'an‘ﬂ 1st grade are chronically absent.
.. Irsomeschools, it's as highas 1 In 4.1

2.in 10 2.5.in 1@ A'in 18° .
low-income kids -homeless kids -frensient kids

‘miss too.much are chronically.: milss'too much
school.. THey're:also absent.? _...school when .
more likely to suffer - “families'move.?
academically.

Many of our youngest students miss 10'pamenr'éf.!he'.s_c!;ﬁql,mr-'.—ub_puﬁia'dnss‘-a!y:m: orJusttwo days every mnnfh.:
Chranlc absentaslsm In kindergarten, and evan prek, can'predict lower tast scores, poor attendance and retention In later
grades, espaglally if.the problem perslsts for more then  yesr. Do yoU know how many young children are chronically

absent |n your schoal or eommunity?

Why it matters

If children don't show up for school regularly, they mlss out on
fundamental reading and math skills and the chance to bulld a hablt of
good attendance that will carry them into college and careers.

Preliminary data from a California study found that children who were
chronically absent in kindergarten and st grade were far less llkely to
read proficlently at the end of 3rd grade.

Who Can Read on Grade Level After 3rd Grade?®

of kids with good attendance in K and lst
(missed 9 or fewer days both years)

("~ 0%

of kids with at-risk attendance
(missod more than 9 days beth years)

of kids chronically absent in X or lst
(missed 18 or more days one yeer)

Q% » 17

of kids chronically absent in K and lst
(missed 18 or more days both years)

arvnvatiendangsorks.ery

- 'What families can do

Find out what day school atarts.and make sure
‘your child has the requlred shots. ]

Bulld regular routines for bed time and the
morning,

“Talk about the Importance of regular
attendance and about how your child feels.
aboutschiol.’ *

Don't permlit-missing school unless your child Is
truly sick: Use a thermometer to check for a
fever. Remember that stomach aches and -

. headaches may be.signs-of anxiety.

Avold medical appointmenta and extended

v &  trips when school-is I session.
'r .n‘l. "':

Keep a chart recarding your child’s attendance
i + I.'f,' athome. Atthecend of the week, talk with your
g child about what you see.

Develop.back up plans for getting ta school if
.samething comes up. Ask a family member, -
_nelghbor or another.parent-forhelp

Seek support from school staff or:community
groups to:help with transportation, health -
probléms, or'no safe’ path to'school.




